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 Our Lions year is coming to a close and I wish to 
thank every lion in the Clubs and those on Cabinet 
for your support during my year as District Gov-
ernor.  The year saw many enjoyable times during 
our club visits and, yes there were challenges faced, 
and the majority satisfactorily resolved. These 
highs and low are just part of being a District 
Governor overall I am very pleased and honoured 
to be your DG.  

I do strongly recommend that all of us to consider taking 
on leadership roles whether at Club or Cabinet levels, the 
rewards are there be it in personal satisfaction, increasing 
skills or that feeling of giving more to others.

Being a Lion is giving service to others and generally 
when asked, a Lion may answer “we are supporting the 
community”.  I believe that in helping our community we 
should be looking to the Lion working next to us, ensur-
ing that we give empathy and ensuring that our Lion 
friends are being supported and respected.  Meeting the 
expectations of the Club members and having projects 
that keep us busy will see a club that is having fun whilst 
doing service is a successful Club.  If we demonstrate that 
Lions are enjoying life while doing the BBQ, it has the 
potential to encourage others to join, remembering also 
that “just asking” is a potent way of getting new members.

When a new Lion joins a Club we should give thought 
to a suitable mentor to pass on our Lions knowledge.  We 
can see what we do locally, but I have met a number of 
Lions that are not aware of our impact nationally or on 
the world scene.  For instance do you know that LCI has 
a seat at the United Nations.  Lions is the only service or-
ganisation to have a seat.    This demonstrates the global 
impact Lions has earned.  How do we earn this honour?  
The main answer is the submission of the monthly LCI 
Activities and Membership Reports.  The complied sta-
tistics go to many places including the ABS and goes to 
State and Commonwealth governments.  Please ask if 
your Club is submitting the monthly reports.

Training Forums are being held throughout the Dis-
trict.  It is vital to get the Lions information to the Club 
Boards and all Lions are invited to attend, you don’t have 
to have a Board position to attend. The forums cover the 
roles of president, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership 
Chair. The LCI On-line Learning Modules are excellent 
references and are available to all Lions (www.lionsclubs.
org /MyLCI.)  Face to face Forums allow you to meet 
others and to form networks that will assist when “that” 
question arises.  Please try to attend a Forum, ask your 
Secretary for one near to your location.

Being an informed Lion I believe allows us to be in-
volved and gives us personal satisfaction. Not knowing 
and feeling left out has a potential to dropping out of 
Lions.  A way of learning more is to attend our District 
Convention. The 2017 District Convention is at Welling-
ton on 13-15 October 2017, please endeavor to attend.  
Ask your Secretary for details.

My last Council of Governors meeting was held prior 
to the Hobart Convention.  The National Convention is 
where we learn of projects in the other Districts and the 
future direction of Lions Australia.  Networking and 
socialising with other Lions are also important aspects 
of the yearly convention.  A Convention highlight was 
the approval of the “Will it your way” as a National 
Project. Congratulations to Griffith Lions and Lion Ross 
Catanzariti.  

WE are 100 years old, and we should celebrate centen-
nial milestone with special celebrations in a public way. 
Let the community know of our achievements and how 
Lions serve in your town. So if not already done, please 
plan and conduct a special event on 7 June 2017. If this 
date has passed, please consider another date to suit the 
Club and Community.  Remember we can celebrate all 
year long to recognise our Lions Centenary Year.

Roger - DG 2016-17
It’s great being a Lion -

Serving with compassion and fun

DG ROGER’S YEAR COMES TO A CLOSE

DG Roger with Professor Patricia Aufderheide, US 
State Department and Mayor Graeme Hanger at recent 
reception for the US Cultural Affairs Attaché in Bathurst.
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District Governor: Lion Roger Thomas
“Tilba” 937 Mitchell Highway Dunkeld NSW 2795.
(H) 6337 3836; (M) 0409 322 557 or (M) 0448 992 361
(E) rogerthomas3836@gmail.com

Cabinet Secretary: Lion Dianne Smith
24 Yanko Crescent, Wagga Wagga NSW 2650.
(H) 02 6931 3072; (M) 0488 603 915;
(E) dmrlionsn4@gmail.com

Cabinet Treasurer: Bob Gnezdiloff
14 Myall Crescent Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650.
(H) 02 6922 3396; (M) 0428 694 353;
(E) gnezdiloffrg@bigpond.com

Newsletter Editor: Lion David O’Sullivan
PO Box 1352, Griffith, NSW 2680. (H) 02 6962 6360;
(W) 02 6962 2488; (F) 02 6962 3488; (M) 0429 626 360;
(E) ultraprint@westnet.com.au

DG Roger with  the US Cultural Attaché Kelli Long at a 
recent Bathurst Reception attended by  the Bathurst 
Lions Clubs and Rotary members.  DG Roger gave a 
keynote talk on the Centennial Celebration of Lions 
Clubs International.

DG Roger with the Australian District Governors being presented to the Convention and prior to the traditional 
“roast” by the District Secretaries.

Lion Dianne Smith Cabinet Secretary setting up for 
delegates attending the Hobart Convention.
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Maureen and Cheryl still pruning!
Cheryl Parks and Maureen Ridgewell pruning bushes 
at the Lions entry signs into Yanco.

President Buster Ryan inducting new member Helen 
Macarthur into Yanco Lions.

Buster Ryan and sponsor Lion Gae Stott inducting new 
member Bev Evans into Yanco Lions.

Buster Ryan and sponsor Lion Ron DeMartin inducting 
new member Richard Binder intro Yanco Lions.

YANCO LIONS CLUB BEEN BUSY
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Ben Taylor Adam Taylor Jenny  Matheison (mum) 
and President Ross McLachlan presenting the new  
wheelchair.

3 1/2 year old Adam Taylor being presented  with a wheel 
chair by President Hillston Lions Ross McLauchlan.

Hillston Lions Club together with NSW A.C.T 
Public Health Care Foundation has jointly funded 
at a cost of $9,800 a Wheel chair for a three and a 
half years old Hillston boy, Adam Taylor who suf-
fers from mitochondrial disease.

Adam was diagnosed with the incurable disease when 
just two years of age.

The wheel chair, donated by Lions to the Griffith early 
Intervention Centre, will provide mobility for Adam.

The chair has been tailored to suit Adam’s current 
requirements. It is now at its smallest setting but, can 
be modified and re-sized to Adam’s need up until he is 
ten years of age.

The chair was presented to Adam and his parents, Jen-
ny Matheson and Ben Taylor, in Griffith last Wednesday 
by Hillston Lions Club President, Ross McLauchlan. Also 
present at the presentation was Occupational Therapist 
Belinda Mudd who organised and fitted the wheel chair 
and Hillston Lions Club Secretary, Clinton Mewburn.

Mitochondrial is a progressive genetic disorder that can 
weaken muscles and impair development.

Adam’s parents are most grateful for the Lions Club’s 
kind donation of the wheel chair.

HILLSTON LIONS HELP OUT WITH 
WHEELCHAIR PURCHASE

Lions from N4 having a great time at the Gala Ball 
(L-R-B)  Lyn Freudenstein, Heather and Paul Millar, 
(Young) Terry and Deidre Carroll (Grenfell) and Albert 
Manning  (Tumut), (F) Stuart Freudenstein,(Young)  DG 
Roger and Licia Thomas,(Bathurst), David and Shirley 
Thompson and Carol Manning. (Tumut).

Give Youth a Voice in Your 
Community

Youth engagement is a cornerstone of our global 
service framework and one of the best ways to 
help reach our goal of serving 200 million people 
per year.

Get your club involved by giving young people a voice 
in your service activities. Invite them to help identify 
unique challenges facing your community and work with 
local youth organizations and schools to address those 
challenges. 

Visit the Lions website to check out our popular youth 
programs like Leo Clubs, Peace Poster Contest, Youth 
Camp and Exchange and Lions Quest, and learn more 
about youth engagement. However you decide to get in-
volved, make young people part of your service strategy 
today!

100% RECYCLABLE
When you are finished with this 

newsletter please recycle it ... Its 
our way of looking after the environment
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LEETON LIONS 
CLUB WOWED 
BY PROJECT’S 

INTEREST 
One Leeton service club has expressed its aston-

ishment in the community’s interest in one of its 
latest projects. 

The Leeton Lions Club has reported huge interest in 
stage three of its heritage pathway in Mountford Park. 

The pathway originally started as part of Leeton’s 
centenary celebrations. 

Families and individuals are able to purchase pavers 
for the initiative that hen includes their names inscribed 
before they are laid among the park’s concrete pathways. 

Lions Club president Brian Collins said the number of 
inquiries resulting in applications for the third stage had 
increased dramatically. 

“(We have) applications coming in on a daily basis,” 
he said. 

“This is the third and final stage for the project.
“Anyone who fails to purchase a paver will miss out on 

having their family name preserved in the historical walk. 
“We have decided to extend the closing day for ap-

plications to April 30 to allow families to make the final 
decision and purchase a paving stone.”

The club has no plans to extend the date any further 
than that as it needs about 60 days for the pavers to be 
made, which then will enable the project to be completed 
by July or August. Leeton Shire Council will again assist 
with the work.

Lions President Brian Collins discussing final plans with 
Leeton Shire Council’s parks and garden superintendent 
Justin Davidson.

Forbes & District Lions recently assisted with the 
Mothers Day Classic Walk in Forbes. This walk raises 
money for Breast Cancer research. Members acted as 
Traffic guides and made sure the walkers crossed the 
roads safely. This is a good PR activity for our Club. 
Pictured on the day are L to R : Secretary Gayle Williams, 
President Ray Judge and helper Alison Coe. 

Forbes & District Lions donated money to the local Toy 
Library to assist in the purchase of special toys for use 
by disabled children. These are known as Switch toys 
and are quite costly to buy. Pictured is Lion Peter Bright 
giving one a test run.

IT’S YOUR DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER!!

articles and photos required
to help fill the pages
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The District Final for Youth of the Year was held 
at Cowra on Saturday 18th March at the Cowra 
Services Club. 

About 60 people attended to encourage these wonderful 
young people, who are all have a high academic ability, 
play sport at a high level and are involved in various 
community activities. They all have set themselves goals 
for the future in their chosen fields.

The judges spent a long time before deciding on a win-
ner as the result was close and the lead changed several 
times.

The candidates were Samantha Barton (Tumut), Abby 
Geyer (Narromine), Chloe Morrison (Forbes & District), 
Charles O’Neill (Bathurst Macquarie), Katie Rath (Geu-
rie) and Luke Woodward (Griffith).

Public Speaking winner was Luke Woodward (attends 
Wade High, Griffith) and was sponsored by Lions Club 
of Griffith.

Overall winner was Charlie O’Neill (attends All Saints 
College, Bathurst) and was sponsored by Lions Club of 
Bathurst Macquarie. We wish Charlie good luck when he 
attends the state finals hosted by Lions Club of Forbes 
and District on Saturday 8th April.

A special thank you to Lions Club of Cowra for stag-
ing the event and for all the work they did to make it so 
successful.

Lion Jackie Strempel
District 201N4 YOTY Chair

YOTY contestants with DG Roger Thomas - L-R  
Samantha Barton (Tumut) Katie Rath (Geurie) Abbey 
Geyer (Narromine), Charles O'Neill (Bathurst Macquarie) 
Chloe Morrison ( Forbes & District) and Luke Woodward 
(Griffith) seated.

Overall winner - Charles O’Neill.

Public Speaking Winner - Luke Woodward.

YOUTH OF THE YEAR DISTRICT FINAL

Thanks to all members of 
District 201-N4 who have 

contributed to the edition of 
the District Newsletter!!



“It’s Great Being a Lion - Serving with Compassion and Fun” — 7

This year the 2017 NSW State Final of Lions 
Youth of the Year was hosted by Forbes and Dis-
trict Club. The team headed by Lion Peter Bright 
did a magnificent job and are to be congratulated 
for the work they did to make it a very special and 
successful night.

The contestants were:-
N1: Ragavi Jeyakumar (sponsored by Lions Cub of 

Armidale Dumaresq and attends Presbyterian Ladies 
College Armidale)

N2: Ava Del Tufo (sponsored by Lions Club of Ulladulla 
Milton and attends Ulladulla High School)

N3: Phoebe McIlwraith (sponsored by the Lions Club 
of Morisset and attends Morisset High School)

N4: Charles O’Neill (sponsored by the Lions Club of 
Bathurst Macquarie and attends All Saints College 
Bathurst)

N5: Jade Lin (sponsored by the Lions Club of Chatswood 
Executive Business and attends PLC Sydney)

The day began with the five contests being interviewed 
by a panel of 5 judges and the reserve judge William 
Lawrance, the 2016 runner up, some before lunch and 
some after.  

The contestants, judges, district governors, district 
chairpersons and parents attended a light luncheon 
sponsored by Bond University.

Later a civic reception was held at Forbes Town Hall 
hosted by the mayor was another chance for the contes-
tants to meet and develop friendships. This was apparent 
throughout the night where they elected to sit together 
for the dinner and for the speeches.

The two minute impromptu speeches were:-
1. What are your views on travelling overseas in the 

wake of recent terrorism threats?
2. Do you think that mobile telephones are overused 

and what impact do they have on our oral communication, 
both positive and negative?

The five minute prepared speeches followed dinner and 
each student spoke with passion about their chosen topic.

The judges had a difficult time making a decision as it 
was very close.

 All contestants were friendly, very knowledgeable, easy 
to talk to and a credit to their school and community.

Ava Del Tufo was both the overall and public speak-
ing winner and won one thousand dollars donation to 
her school! 

Ava represented NSW at the National Finals at Hobart.
Thank you to the National Australia Bank for their 

sponsorship for the competition.
Lion Jackie Strempel District 201N4 YOTY 

Chairperson
PDG Peter Perry State Coordinator YOTY

Ava Del Tufo from N2 District (winner of the Public 
Speaking section) with State Coordinator of Youth of 
the Year PDG Peter Perry.

YOTY Contestants 2017.

YOUTH OF THE YEAR STATE FINAL

Ava Del Tufo from N2 District (Overall winner) with State 
Coordinator of Youth of the Year PDG Peter Perry.
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Charles ONeill from District 201N4 pictured with PDG 
Peter Perry.

PICTURES FROM THE YOUTH OF 
THE YEAR STATE FINAL

201 N4 Lions members at the State Youth of the Year 
finals in Forbes.

N District District Governors at the Youth of the Year 
State Finals.

Charlie O'Neill from Bathurst Macquarie Lions Club.

NEWSPAPER
PHOTOS

Photos from newspaper clippings cannot successfully 
be reproduced for inclusion in the newsletter.

The best way to get your newspaper articles in the 
newsletter is to contact your local newspaper editor 

or journalist and get them to email me the article 
and photos, please let them know that they will be 

acknowledged with a by-line as the contributor.
Please get them to send the email to

cpcart@westnet.com.au
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Members of the Geurie and Wellington Lions 
Clubs in action as they sand, grind and prepare 
the container for painting which was donated by 
Fletcher International Exports Pty Ltd of Dubbo,  
to house District 201 N4 Tool Library.

Members of Wellington Lions Club - Lions Ken Vodden, 
Jim Whillock, David Eslick, Members of Geurie Lions 
Club – PDG Peter Perry, John Mills, Paul White, Malcolm 
Mc Leod and DGE Anne Jones.

Les Astley & Sons of Dubbo donated all the rust proof 
undercoat and paint required to paint the container and 
get it ready for fitout and sign writing.

Photos of Geurie and Wellington Lions sanding back 
tool library container for District N4 Tool Library.

District Tool Library Container Preparation Working Bee
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It has been 10 years since Lions International 
was reborn in Forbes.

Interest meetings were held at the Bowling club to 
gauge if this could be done and on the 19th April 2007 
the first members of the new Forbes and District Lions 
Club were inducted. Wayne Parker and Gayle Williams 
became the newest member's of Lions International. 
Gayle and Wayne were inducted by then District Gover-
nor Bob Buckley under the watchful eyes of our sponsors 
PDG John Skelton from Grenfell and PDG Peter Perry 
from Gueire.

Two weeks later at a meeting held in the clubhouse of 
the Nelson Park Tennis Club the Lions club was formed 
and a further 7 member's were inducted. These member's 
were formation President Bruce Howard, John Cole, PP 
Robyn Seberry, PP Ian Bennett and PP Graham Wil-
liams.

From this humble beginning the Forbes and District 
Lions Club grew until in August 2008 we had the 20 mem-
bers required to Charter our club. Charter members of 
the new club were, Bruce Howard, Robyn Seberry, Wayne 
Parker, Ian Bennett, Gayle & Graham Williams, Peter & 
Elaine Bright, John & Cherylin Cole, Barry White, Anita 
Norman, John Castles, Mishelle & Glenn Turner, Bill & 
June Dolle, Ian Gilchrist, Rebecca & Mark Saleh, Maree 
Cook, Kerry Anderson, Grant Clifton, Kim Fetherston, 
Matthew Little, Ian Gilchrist and Peter Haley.

Forbes Lions Club’s 
10th Birthday

Purchase Your 
Commemorative Coin 
Hot off the U.S. Mint 

presses is the most im-
pressive item of Lions' 
memorabilia that has 
ever been offered—the 
Lions Clubs Centennial 
Commemorative Coin!

For a limited time only, 
you can order this beauti-
fully crafted Lions Clubs 
Centennial Commemora-
tive Coin and support 
the life-changing work of 
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF).

These silver collectable coins are the perfect way to 
reward hard-working members or to say thank you to 
long-time Lions.

Own a piece of Lions history. Purchase your keepsake 
coins today!

WILL IT YOUR WAY 
PROJECT

Lion Ross Catanzariti from Griffith Lions Club 
recently attended the National Lions Convention 
in Hobart as our Club’s delegate.

Griffith Lions Club’s motion to make the Will It Your 
Way Project an Australia Wide project was successful.

Congratulations to Ross on all his hard work in getting 
this project through the various stages and onto Lions 
Australia as a three year project.

Ross was a guest speaker at our Changeover Dinner 
meeting and spoke on the Will It Your Way project.
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

Albert with Lion Ian Penfold Zone 
Chairman Zone 2 from Coolamon Club, 
PDG Lion Bob Smith Zone Chairman Zone 
1 and Cabinet Secretary Lion Di Smith  

Combined Zones 1 & 2 Meeting Tumut 23 March 2017 

Albert with 
Guest 
Speaker 
and former 
Tumut Lion 
Phil Barton 

Bruce, John, Sue and Anne 

May with Lion Ian Penfold 

May, Carol, Shirley, 
David, Phil & Solly 

Solly, Jim and Gilda 



12 — “It’s Great Being a Lion - Serving with Compassion and Fun”

LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR DISTRICT 201N4 FINAL 
 
Our contestant in the Youth of the Year Samantha Barton certainly did us proud. Sam’s 
performance was excellent. She was the youngest contestant and faced some very stiff 
competition but she spoke with confidence and her delightful personality shone through. 
There were 6 contestants, 4 girls and 2 boys. The Impromptu questions were,  
No1 “I opened the door and then I saw it………,” and question  
No2 “In your opinion what are the rights and responsibilities of High Profile Sporting 
Figures.” Sam answered both extremely well and her prepared speech was very well 
received.  
 
The final decision must have been very close but in the end the Public Speaking Award was 
won by Luke Woodward from Griffith and the Overall Winner was Charles O’Neill from 
Bathurst. 
 
We are hoping that Sam will give it a go again next year. The experience she has gained 
this year will be invaluable.   

WELL DONE SAM FROM ALL OF US 

 

 

 
 
 
Luke Woodward 
Public Speaking 
Winner 
 
 

 
 

 
 
2017 – 2018 
Lions 
Youth of the 
Year 
District 201N4 
Finalists with  
District 
Governor 
Roger Thomas 

 Overall Winner 
 Charles O’Neill 



“It’s Great Being a Lion - Serving with Compassion and Fun” — 13

Two new members were inducted into the Lions 
Club of Wellington at their meeting on Monday 27 
March, 2017.

The induction of Lions Gabi Collins and Val Newall 
was carried out by DGE Anne Jones OAM.

Wellington Lions 
Induct New Members

Buster and I recently participated in a Commu-
nity Op Shop Ball, it was a Deb ball and I was a 
Debutante and Buster was my partner. We repre-
sented Yanco Lions Club at the Ball.

Other Debs and  their partners represented their re-
spective organisations.

We shared a table with several other Yanco Lions club 
members on the night.

After the Deb presentation, Buster and I were married 
in a beautiful ceremony by a marriage celebrant. This 
had been kept a secret from everyone at the Ball, about 
300 people. Only a handful of people knew.

We were honored to be able to represent Yanco Lions 
Club on the night.

Sue Ryan
Congratulations to Buster and Sue, who are both 

hard working members of the Yancio Lions Club 
- from all members of the Lions familt in District 
201N4.

Buster and Sue pictured with marriage celebrant 
Yvonne during the ceremony.

Deb Ball / Wedding for Buster and Sue

Lions We 
Make Things 

Happen!!
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LEETON LIONS SHOW THE WAY
Early in the year, Leeton Shire Council decided 

to relocate the service directories which were lo-
cated on the three major roads which lead visitors 
to Leeton.

These directories informed visitors to what service 
organisations existed in Leeton and details as to where 
their meetings were held.

Leeton Lions decided to take this opportunity to update 
their signs as they were showing a bit worse for wear and 
the address for our meetings was out of date.

A local painting coating firm, Colourmax Coating Solu-
tions came to the party and painted the signs which not 
only brightened them up but gave them a professional 
look.

Neil’s Signs a local signwriting company contributed to 
the project by completing the writing on the signs.

President Brian cleaning the new sign.

President Brian should have gone to "Spec Savers" - 
caught cleaning the Rotary sign.

Hillston Lions 
Erect New Shed

Hillston Lions have also completed their new 
shed/shelter in the Lions Park.

All up cost of the project was $25,000 with a $6000 
grant from the shire. Hillston Lions Club now have a site 
to store gear like furniture donated to Lions and other 
Lions gear. It also provides much needed shaded seating 
for local functions and visitors using the BBQ facility.

LCIF Awarded Over US$1 
Billion in Grants

Dear Lions, as many of you know, earlier this 
year, our foundation reached a monumental mile-
stone: LCIF has awarded more than US$1 billion 
in life-changing grants since our founding in 1968.

Though these grants, Lions and LCIF have been able to 
provide hope and dignity to millions of people who need 
it most. Thanks to the generosity of Lions and partners, 
we have helped communities recover from disaster, we 
have empowered our youth, saved sight, and much more.

While we have accomplished so much in our nearly 50 
years, there is still so much to do. We have a duty to our 
children and our future. With your continued support of 
LCIF, we can continue to provide hope and comfort to 
people around the corner and around the world.

Watch this video to learn more about how LCIF is 
making a difference:

I look forward to soon seeing many of you at our Inter-
national Convention in Chicago!

Sincerely,
Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada 

Chairperson, Lions Clubs International 
Foundation
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LIONS CLUB OF LEETON CELEBRATES 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY AT CHANGEOVER DINNER 

The Lions Club of Leeton held its annual change-
over dinner late last month to welcome in its new 
executive. 

On top of the that the event has marked its 50th an-
niversary in the town. 

The club was chartered on May 1, 1967. 
Charter president was Denis Cleathero, secretary Alan 

Grant and treasurer Don Edenborough. 
The sponsoring club was the Lions Club of Griffith and 

the Leeton organisation has gone on to help many in town 
through its projects and fundraising. 

In his report for the year past president Brian Collins 
thanked his members for their support over the past 
twelve months and highlighted the club’s achievements.

“We have had a year of many hours worked for the 
good of Lions International and our community,” he said.

“(One) major achievement was to commence work to 
replace the ageing locomotive of our ever so popular 
Lions train.

“After 46 years of service the Lions train has started to 
show its age from the wear and tear of its service.

“We decided to retire the old locomotive before some-
thing major happens.”

After the cutting of the anniversary cake, the night 
ended with the induction of the President and board for 
2017-18 year. Incoming President is Maureen Smith, Mr 
Collins as Secretary and Treasurer Don Graham.

Incoming Lions Club of Leeton president Maureen 
Smith receives the charter from out-going president 
Brian Collins. 

Charter member Brian Baldwin and newest member 
Marie Jackson cutting the 50th anniversary cake.

SightFirst Key Partner 
is the World Health 
Organization (WHO)

Dear Lions, imagine the joy of a grandparent 
who gets to see their grandchild for the first time. 
Imagine the pain of a father who once provided 
for his family, but now no longer can because a 
preventable disease stole his sight.

These are the reasons why SightFirst is dedicated to 
providing eye care to underserved communities and fight-
ing preventable blindness.

One of our key partners in SightFirst is the World 
Health Organization (WHO). Through our partnership 
with the WHO, Lions Clubs International Foundation 
(LCIF) receives technical support for SightFirst initia-
tives as well as three other areas of importance: our 
Global Childhood Blindness Initiative, our Diabetic Eye 
Disease Initiative, and eye care initiatives in China. 

The results of the partnership are impressive. LCIF 
has established 45 child-friendly eye care centers in 30 
countries, developed a tool to help countries improve 
upon the measures of diabetes and diabetic retinopathy 
care, and eliminated trachoma as a public health threat 
in China. Because of what the WHO makes possible for 
SightFirst and our other LCIF initiatives, I am proud to 
announce the renewal of our agreement with the WHO. 

The partnership LCIF has with the WHO has been 
tremendously successful and we are very pleased to have 
extended our relationship. We are proud to be working 
with an organization who wants to see progress as much 
as we do and we look forward to future achievements.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada 

Chairperson, Lions Clubs International 
Foundation

IT’S YOUR DISTRICT 
NEWSLETTER!!

articles and photos required
to help fill the pages
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Donation to Grenfell 
Historical Society Inc
The Grenfell Lions Club received a request from 

the Grenfell Historical Society for assistance to 
purchase a compactus storage unit.

As income to the Historical Society is received from 
only the small financial membership, entry fees through 
the door by visitors, research fees and an annual street 
stall, the Lions Club moved to assist the society with a 
donation of $1600 towards a storage unit. Members also 
volunteered to assist with the installation of the unit 
when it arrived.

This small band of volunteers at the Historical Society 
is on hand to assist the local community and visitors and 
have the museum open Saturday and Sunday afternoons 
and Mondays from 9am and for special events.

Lions President Keith Engelsman and members took 
the opportunity to present the cheque to President of 
the Historical Society Inc, Peter Mitton whilst they were 
working at the recent Picnic Races.

When the unit arrived and club members, Lions Barry 
Franklin, Allan Stokes and Terry Carroll were on hand 
to assist with the assembling and installation.

(L-R)  Lion Barry Franklin, Hugh Moffitt, Judy Mitton, 
Lion Allan Stokes, Sandra Hughes, Lion Terry Carroll, 
and Peter Mitton at the the Grenfell Historical Society 
working bee to assemble and install the storage unit.

(L-R) Lions Chris Moran, President Keith Engelsman 
presenting the cheque for $1600 to Peter Mitton 
President of the Grenfell Historical Society and Lion 
Rodney O'Neill, Terry Carroll and Barry Franklin.

LIONS CLUB OF YOUNG 
ANNUAL DEBUTANTE OF 

THE YEAR BALL
The 51st Lions Club of Young Annual Debutante 

of the year ball was held at the Young Services and 
Citizens’ Club, Saturday, 3rd June.

Eight beautiful Debs impressed the judges who were 
PDG Lion Tony Smith and Lions Lady Judy Smith from 
Cowra and Lions Lady Marilyn Warren from Kelso. The 
pinnacle of the night was the announcement that Izabella 
Burns was the Deb of the Year for 2017.

Young Lions members, Helen Sell and Marie Tame 
put a huge amount of time into making certain the night 
was a success.

All funds raised on the night will go to a charity within 
the Young community.

PDG LionTony and Lady Lion, Judy Smith at the 2017 
Deb of the Year.

2017 Deb of the Year Izabella Burns being sashed by 
the 2016 Deb of the year, Sarah Murray.
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Once again, the Lions Club of Young Quilt Show 
was a great success. Quilts were beautifully dis-
played in the Young Town Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday, 20/21 May.

Visitors were not only from Young but from surround-
ing towns and cities. There were interstate visitors from 
Brisbane and Wodonga and many from Canberra. One 
hundred and seventy- one people came through the doors 
to view the incredible work, effort and time put into the 
54 quilts on display.

Winners of the various sections were as follows: Pro-
fessional large quilt won by Jenny Tate of Young and a 
Lions Club member; Non-Professional large quilt won by 
Jeanette Scott of Cootamundra; Non-Professional small 
quilt won by Carol Harris of Coolac; New Quilter 18 years 
+ was won by Zoe Cawdron from Monash in the ACT; 
New quilter Junior was won by Isabella Grainger from 
Young, who is 10 years old. Carol Glasgow from Temora 
won the Challenge quilt with the theme being “Stars”. 
Quilts in this section could be any shape, any technique 
as long as masculine colours were used.

Gavin Ellis, Lions Club 2nd Vice District Governor 
from Bathurst, opened the show and was impressed, like 
everyone, with the quality of the quilts. He was also very 
happy with the bottles of wine given to him in apprecia-
tion. The wines were kindly donated by local ‘Lockwood 
Vineyard’.

Raffle winners of the 2 lovely quilts were locals, Cheryl 
Maloney and Tilla Davis.

Special thanks to sponsors, Tester Porter, South West 
Slopes Credit Union, Richard Mellish Insurance and to 
a private donation. Also to the store -holders who added 
interest to the display.

A big thankyou to Lions Club members and volunteers 
who helped set up, man the door, sell raffle tickets, count 
votes, and dismantle the display. Also to the quilt com-
mittee who worked extremely hard before the event to 
make certain it was a great success. Thank you to Honey 
Harrigan, a past Lions Club member from Young, who 
travelled from Corowa to help on the weekend.

We are already looking forward to this event next year.

Some samples of the quilts. Some samples of the quilts.

2nd Vice District Governor Gavin Ellis who opened 
the Quilt Show and chairperson of the Lions Quilt 
committee, Jenny Tate.

LIONS CLUB OF YOUNG ANNUAL QUILT SHOW
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A chilly evening did not deter guests who at-
tended “The Poets Table” fundraiser on Saturday 
night June 03.

Lions Festival Queen Entrant Grace Kelly and the 
Lions Club hosted an evening of delicious food and a 
recount of Henry Lawson’s life. With snippets of Henry’s 
poems, guests were called on to recite verse as we fol-
lowed Henry’s life’s journey to his final days in 1922. 
The candles on the 150th birthday cake were lit and a 
booming Happy Birthday was sung – thankyou to Bev 
Kelly for her baking and decorating. 

Grenfell’s budding poets Connor Day and Henry Best 
presented recitations on the night, with Gus Kelly acting 
as their wingman. Lion Chris Moran donated a prize of 
“2 hrs worth of Handyman work” as a raffle and lucky 
mathematician Margaret Roper took out this prize. The 
restaurant mantle-piece featured Henry Lawson’s works 
– collected by Terry & Deidre Carroll over many years.

A huge thank you to chef Carol Logan who donated 
her skills and time, and the Railway Hotel staff for their 
hospitality.  Also much appreciation to the waitresses and 
kitchen hands, especially Lain Theil and Abbie Joyce. 
An evening of words, good company and fabulous sup-
port from guests, some from the outskirts of the Weddin 
Shire, was greatly appreciated by Grace and her Lions 
Club team.

So, Happy Birthday Henry and remember:
“Though you sing of dear old Mudgee and the home on 

Pipeclay Flat,
You were born on Grenfell goldfield – and you can’t 

get over that ."

(L-R) Abbey Joyce, Angus Kelly, Grenfell Lions Club 
Henry Lawson Festival Queen Entrant Grace Kelly with 
budding poets Connor Day and Henry Best.

Grenfell Lions Club Incoming President Chris Moran 
drawing the winning ticket in his donation of his two 
hours of handyman work.

GRENFELL LIONS CLUB HENRY 
LAWSON FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER

Lion Paul Miller and LL Heather with Lion Lyn 
Freudenstein of Young.

Former Grenfell resident Lion Evan Armstrong and his 
wife Carol from Bridgetown WA.

100% RECYCLABLE
When you are finished with this 

newsletter please recycle it ... Its 
our way of looking after the environment
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The Grenfell Club was represented by  Lions 
Terry and Deidre Carroll.

The theme for the Convention “Looking Forward – 
Looking Back” celebrated 100 years since Melvin Jones 
started the first Lions Club in Chicago in 1917 and 70 
years since the first Lions Club was formed in Australia 
in Lismore in 1947.

As of Saturday May 6 a grand total of 1029 Lions and 
guests were present representing 337 Clubs.

Highlights of the Convention included the Lions Youth 
of the Year and Leo of the Year.

The winner of the Leo of the Year was Jesse Pascoe 
of Aspley Leo Club and his speech was entitled “How to 
beat the summer heat”. 

The winner of the public speaking segment of the Lions 
Youth of the Year was NSW State Finalist Ava Del Tufo 
sponsored by the Ulladulla Milton Lions Club and the 
overall winner was Queensland’s State Finalist Matisse 
Reid sponsored by the Cairns Barrier Reef Club.

Each year the Grenfell Lions Club hosts a Lions Biggest 
BBQ in aid of the Childhood Cancer Research Founda-
tion. The club recently donated $1000 to this foundation.

A special guest speaker at the convention was Tony 
Bell, the father of Ava who is the face of the Children’s 
Cancer Research Foundation.

He said Ava was a healthy baby girl, who changed their 
world when she was six months old and woke up scream-
ing. Her lung had collapsed and she was later diagnosed 
with a five centimetre tumour. After years of treatment 
Ava is a happy little six year old.

Lions believe every child deserves a chance at a healthy 
life.

Tony and Ava thanked the medical staff, hospitals 
and the Lions from all over Australia for supporting the 
Childhood Cancer Research Foundation.

(L-R) Grenfell Lion Club members, Barry Franklin, 
Chris Moran, Lain Thiel, Rod Harveyson, Dave Thiel, 
Rodney O'Neill, with visitors Phillip and Verlie Norris 
from Devenport and  Lion Terry Carroll at the Lions 
Biggest BBQ.

Jen and Tony Bell with their daughter Ava and son 
Charlie at the Childhood Cancer booth at the Hobart 
Lions Convention.

Lions Joan Deeley and Bill Neubeck from Lithgow will 
Lion Terry Carroll From Grenfell.201-N4 DG Roger and Lion Licia.

Grenfell Lions Attend Lions Multiple 
District Convention in Hobart
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A 54-year association with West Wyalong and its 
medical service by the renowned Fisher family 
has appropriately found a permanent home in the 
waiting room of the Wyalong and District Hospital.

Three purposely framed historic stories about two gen-
erations of the Fisher family were officially unveiled last 
week as part of a Lions Club community service project, 
orchestrated by first vice-president Ron Cooper.

The unveiling ceremony attracted more than 80 people 
including 12 members of the Fisher family, headed by 
the wives, Anne and Gillian, of the late Drs Eric and 
Coll Fisher.

Welcoming the gathering, Mr Cooper told of the proj-
ect's objective which was to preserve the history of two 
generations of the Fisher family and their wonderful and 
caring contribution to the Bland Shire and the Wyalong 
District Hospital as medical practitioners over a period 
of 54 years.

The Fisher family's association with West Wyalong 
started in early 1921 when Dr Ernest Fisher joined a 
medical practice in West Wyalong after graduating as a 
doctor of medicine in 1921.

He continued to work as a doctor in West Wyalong for 
a period of 36 years and during this time he and his wife 
Louisa, who was a midwife, played active roles in moves 
to have a new hospital built at West Wyalong in 1934.

In 1936, Dr Fisher built and established "Strathmore" 
Private Hospital in Maitland Street, which was conducted 
as such until 1957, and the building continues to be used 
as a medical centre up to the present time - known as the 
Maitland Street Medical Centre.

They raised two sons, Eric and Coll, both of whom 
graduated as doctors and continued to be part of the 
family practice in West Wyalong until 1975.

They also had a daughter, Adrienne, who graduated 
as a teacher and spent a large part of her life, working 
in England before moving there permanently with her 
family in the late 60’s.

Dr Eric Fisher went on to hold the position of President 
of the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
while his, brother, Dr Coll Fisher, became One of Aus-
tralia's leading obstetricians.

Mr Cooper said he was honoured to work on the history 
of the family in collaboration with Dr Eric Fisher, who 
had given his final approval to the texts a week prior to 
his sudden death on October 31, 2016 at the age of 91.

"The three framed stories of the two generations of 
Fisher doctors is a fitting tribute to the roles they played 
in the development of West Wyalong and district.

"Eric's role as local general practitioner was comple-
mented by his wife, Anne, who was also a doctor, gradu-
ating from the University of London in 1954.

"She met Eric when she started working at the same 
hospital in London and they later married before return-
ing to West Wyalong in late 1956, working locally as a 
medical team for almost 20 years," said Mr Cooper.

"The preservation of our local history, particularly those 
who had made vital contributions to our community, is 
an important part of our social structure.

"Over a period of 54 years, the residents of Bland Shire 
benefitted greatly from the dedication and medical skills 
of two generations of the Fisher family as well as physio-
therapy services provided by Coll's wife, Gillian, during 
her time in West Wyalong.

"Today's residents will enjoy and benefit from reading 
their life stories," he said.

Bland Shire Mayor, Tony Lord noted how everyone 
at the ceremony had been touched in some way by the 
Fisher family and on behalf of the community, said it was 

a great privilege to have their history posted on the walls 
of the hospital which also features a Dr Ernest Fisher 
memorial arch.

Daughter of the late Dr Eric Fisher, Jenny, spoke on 
behalf of the family saying it was a huge honour to be in 
West Wyalong for such a memorable occasion.

While it was sad her father could not be present, Jenny 
said he would have been to see the Fisher story on the 
wall of a hospital he loved in a profession he also loved.

"Eric and Coll were both born here and while their 
work as ,general practitioners was hard and demanding, 
the, best part was being members of the West Wyalong 
community, which will always be special to the Fishers.

"And as the children of GP’s we got to see country medi-
cine up close, sometimes very close, especially since our 
grandparents, Ernest and Louisa, and Mum and Dad had 
their surgeries in their family home," she said.

Jenny thanked the Lions Club for such a wonderful 
project and making them- all so welcome.

While acknowledging all those who had been involved, 
Mr Cooper also paid tribute to Evolution Mine Cowal for 
the generous support given to the project by meeting the 
cost of printing and framing.

Morning tea, served by the West Wyalong Lions Club 
ladies and members of the West Wyalong Hospital Aux-
iliary, followed the unveiling with all enjoying renewing 
their acquaintances and reminiscing of their association 
with the Fishers.

Permanent Home For Fisher Family History

The West Wyalong Hospital Auxiliary received an 
unexpected but welcome donation from the West 
Wyalong Lions Club during the unveiling of the Fisher 
history event, with president John Hudson pleased to 
hand over the funds to the Auxiliary’s Narelle Johnston, 
Mary Minogue, former Hospital matron Jessie Punton 
and long time Auxiliary member, Betty Seberry.
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Grenfell Lions Club Henry Lawson Festival Charity 
Queen Grace Kelly with (BL-R )Lions Chris Moran and 
Rodney O'Neill and (F) Kathryn Williams, Terry and 
Deidre Carroll folllowing the Awards Dinner Queen 
announcements. Grace and the Lions Club raised a 
record $15,000.

GRENFELL LIONS PARTICIPATE IN 
HENRY LAWSON FESTIVAL

Members of the Henry Lawson High School Leading the 
Lions Float in the 60th Henry Lawson Festival Parade 
and celebraing Henry Lawson's 150th birthday.

The Grenfell Lions Club Float in the Henry Lawson 
Festival Parade with last  Lions year's Charity Queen 
Symmone Curl  at front and 2017 Festival Queen 
entrant Grace Kelly and her princess Adelaide Nowlan 
at the back. The theme for this year was Happy 
Birthday - celebrating Henry Lawson's 150th birthday, 
The festivals 60th anniversary and Grenfell Lions also 
celebrated Lions International 100th birthday and Lions 
Australia's 70th birthday. The Lions Club float was 
awarded "Best Community" Entry.

Grenfell Lions Club's 2016 Henry Lawson Festival 
Charity Queen Symmone Curl with Grenfell Lions Club 
Henry Lawson Festival Charity  Queen 2017, Grace 
Kelly with her princess Adelaide Nowlan following the 
announcement and crowning at the awards dinner.
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REGIONAL LIONS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
Brisbane 23rd - 25th February 2018

PARTICIPANT QUALIFICATIONS 
Candidates must be Lions or Leos in good 
standing from clubs in 201. 
The programme is targeted towards newer 
Lions & Leos looking to take on leadership 
roles within their clubs.  As this is a live-in 
programme Leo’ s must be 18 yrs or older.
Candidates will be required to commit to 
all days of the institute, including group meal 
times. 

Attendance at all classroom  sessions 
and scheduled meals is mandatory.

COST OF THE INSTITUTE 
Lions MD201 will provide all meals and 
lodgings on a twin share basis for the duration 
of the institute.  If additional accommodation 
days are required this would be at the cost of 
the participant. Travel costs are the 
responsibility of the participant. 
On acceptance each participant will be 
required to pay a non-refundable fee of $100. 
Please do not send funds until you receive a 
notification of acceptance into the institute. 

SELECTION PROCESS 
Because of the high number of applicants 
received for such programmes, acceptance 
into the institute is not guaranteed.  Selection 
will be made by the MD201 Global Leadership 
team in consultation with each district GLT 
Coordinator. Depending on applicants 
received, a number of positions will be 
reserved for younger Lions and Leo applicants 
as part of the MD commitment to supporting 
youth leadership development.

After the application submission deadline, all 
applicants will be notified of their selection 
status. 
MD201 reserves the right to cancel the 
institute due to insufficient applications or 
other circumstances.  In such event any fees
paid will be refunded. 

APPLICATION PROCEEDURE 
All applicants must complete the following 
items and submit as indicated below.  All 
completed documents must be submitted by 
the stated application deadline in order to be 
considered. 

A. Application form 
B. Candidates Lion or Leo history 
C. Nomination form for Lions must be 

signed by: 
i. Club President or Zone

Chairperson 
ii. District GLT Coordinator

D. Nomination form for Leos must be 
signed by: 

i. Club Leo Advisor
ii. District GLT Coordinator

APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE DATE: 
Friday 29th December 2017

Return Application to: 
Email: llyo5865@bigpond.net.au 

If you wish to discuss your application you 
can contact GLT Area Leader PDG Tim 
Irvine  Ph. (08)64989888. 
Note: All course material will be provided 
electronically and can be printed out or 
accessed via laptop/tablet. 
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FUTURE LIONS LEADERS
The programme is now out for the various insti-

tutes being run for the next Lions year.
Might I recommend that the attached be circulated as 

you see fit. I would be  grateful if the District Governor 
Team and Zone Chairs cover these development pro-
grammes during club visits, zone meetings and at the 
next cabinet meeting.

I would like to see each member of the DG Team and 
all Zone Chairs each have at least one Lion enrolled in 
one of the attached programmes.

Now is the time for us to identify and encourage our dis-
tricts future leaders to enrol.  The deadline for the Lions 
Advanced Leadership Institute (ALLI) is not far away.

These Leaders are the future of out district.
 You can access the Advanced Lions Leadership Insti-

tute & the Emerging Lions Leadership Institute applica-
tion forms on the LCI website.

The Regional Lions Leadership Institute forms will be 
available on the MD site in the next few days however I 
have attached a copy so that you can access as needed.

Each of the application forms are in a Fillable PDF 
Format, can you please encourage applicants to complete 
and sign these electronically as it is so much easier to 
decipher than hand written forms that have been scanned 
a couple of times.

 Information on each of these will also be on the MD site 
shortly under “Members/Leadership Programs”.

Lions Leadership Development Programmes 
2017/18:

• Develop your leadership skills
• Share experiences with others
• Learn more about Lions
• Become an effective leader
• Enjoy fun and fellowship
• Skills for Lions, business & family
Advanced Lions Leadership Institute
Dates: 5th – 7th September 2017
Location: Melbourne, Australia
Application deadline: 22nd June 2017
The Advanced Lions Leadership Institute focuses on 

building the skills required to become leaders at the zone, 
region and district levels.

Candidates must be Lions that have completed a suc-
cessful term as club president, but have not yet obtained 
the position of 1st Vice District Governor.

Application form can be downloaded at: 
http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/all/pdfs/alli-mel-

bourne.pdf
Emerging Lions Leadership Institute
Dates: 6th – 8th April 2018
Location: Christchurch, New Zealand
Application deadline: 21st January 2018
The Emerging Lions Leadership Institute focuses on 

building the skills required to become leaders at the club 
levels, including the position of club president.

Candidates must be Lions that have served on a club 
committee and have yet to attain the position of Club 
President.  Current Charter Presidents are eligible.

Application form can be downloaded at: 
http://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/all/pdfs/elli-christ-

church.pdf
Regional Lions Leadership Institute
Dates: 23rd – 25th February 2018
Location: Brisbane, Australia
The Regional Lions Leadership Institute focuses on 

building the skills required to become leaders at the club 
and district levels, and having been a club President does 
not automatically exclude selection.  This programme is 

targeting newer Lions & Leos who wish to develop their 
leadership skills for the future & who may be considering 
taking on a club or district leadership role.

Candidates must be Lions or Leos (of adult age).
Application form can be downloaded at:
http://lionsclubs.org.au/members/leadership-programs/
Each of the above Institutes are run as a residential 

institute and all candidates are required to commit to all 
days of the institute, attend all sessions and group meals.  
Meals and lodgings on twin share basis are provided by 
Lions Clubs International and Multiple District 201

Kindest Regards,
PDG Anthony J (Tony) Smith

Griffith Lions Club recently had a guest speaker 
from Angel Flight at adinner meeting.

Nick from Angel Flight gave a very interesting talk on 
how Angel Flight works and presented a short video clip.

Nick is based in Temora and flew over to Griffith for 
the night.

Angel Flight 
Guest Speaker

100% RECYCLABLE
When you are finished with this 
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our way of looking after the environment
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HELEN KELLER FELLOWSHIP 
Do you know of a Lion or member of 
the community who  deserves 
recognition for their hard work? 

Helen Keller has been identified 
within our organization for the work 
she did for the blind, but many forget 
that Helen was also deaf and she was 
committed to improving the 
education facilities for both the deaf 
and the blind. She gave inspiration 
and hope to the many deafblind 
people of the world. 

Helen was also a dog owner for most 
of her life, with a great love especially 
for the Akita, a large dog originating 
from Japan. 

It is because of her work for the deaf 
that Australian Lions Hearing Dogs 
established the Helen Keller Fellowship. 

Clubs who donate $1000 may nominate a recipient of a Helen Keller Fellowship. 
The A4 sized brass on wood plaque also comes with a lapel pin for the recipient. 

Applications for the Fellowship can be sent out, please contact the Training Centre 
for more information. 

BOUND FOR HOBART 
ALHD will be accompanied by trainee ‘Doug’ when we 
attend the MD201 convention in Hobart in May. 

Doug will be the star of our on-stage presentation titled 
‘DOUGS DOG DAY OUT’ on Friday. Doug will be ready to say 
hello to everyone who visits the Australian Lions Hearing 
Dog for the rest of the weekend! 

DOES YOUR CLUB HAVE A PHOTO OR ARTICLE OF 
INTEREST FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?

IF SO ...

SEND IT TO THE DISTRICT NEWSLETTER CHAIRMAN

Email: art@ultraprint.net
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                         PO Box 24 
                                                                                                                       GEURIE. NSW 2818  
          

LIONS CLUB OF GEURIE INC 
 

INVITES YOU TO 
 

DISTRICT 201 N4 CABINET 
 

56th ANNUAL CHANGEOVER DINNER 
 

SATURDAY 22 JULY, 2017 
 

6.30pm for 7.00pm 
 

WELLINGTON SOLDIERS MEMORIAL CLUB 
75 ARTHUR STREET, WELLINGTON 

 
COST $45.00 

(3 course meal) 
 

DRESS CODE: Black tie/Semi formal 
 

IPDG ROGER THOMAS 
 

TO 
 

DG ANNE JONES OAM 
 

RSVP: Friday 14th July, 2017 
PDG Peter Perry (Club Secretary) 02 68 466 353   

Or email oldstation@skymesh.com.au 
 

Please advise any dietary requirements 
 
 

“ If we Lions believe – we will achieve “ 
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Emergency Medical Information Book. 
 

A community service project by your Ambulance Service and local Lions Club      
Web: www.emib.org.au  Email: bernie@emib.org.au 
PO Box 32 Blackwood SA 5051   ph 0412 828 513 

 

Lions – We Serve 

Lions Club of 
Blackwood SA 
District 201C2 

      
GREETINGS TO YOU ALL!             MAY 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 
 
Having just returned from the Multiple District Convention held in Tasmania, I am 
very happy to let you know that the Emergency Medical Information Project was 
again given a three year extension as a Category “B” Project, until June 2020. 
 
The comments I received at the display stand were very encouraging and although I 
still found a few people who had never heard of the Project, they were few and far 
between. 
 
To date we have distributed 270,000 books throughout Australia and the orders for 
books continue to grow.   Several Clubs are now taking on the project as a main 
Club project spreading the word about the Book to people living alone or young 
families where children suffer from asthma,  diabetes or any other complaint which 
requires their ambulance service from time to time. 
 
Recently, we have printed books bearing both the Lions and Rotary Logos for Clubs 
who are small in size but combine with Rotary to buy a box of Books and distribute 
them to members in their community.   The main aim is to get a Book into as many 
homes as we possibly can.   A combined effort is much better than no effort.   Give it 
a go and see how a little effort can be so beneficial to members of your community. 

Best Regards  
Lion Bernie Donohue  
Chairman EMIB committee 
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Sponsor a Peace 
Poster Contest

Lions clubs can sponsor this art contest in local 
schools or organized, sponsored youth groups. "The 
Future of Peace" is the theme of the 2017-18 Peace 
Poster Contest.

• Order a Peace Poster Contest Kit
• Promote the Contest
• Peace Poster Contest Deadlines
• Peace Poster Contest Video
Order a Peace Poster Contest Kit
Lions clubs interested in sponsoring the Lions Inter-

national Peace Poster Contest can order a Peace Poster 
Contest kit (PPK-1) from the Club Supplies Sales Depart-
ment at International Headquarters. The cost of the kit is 
US$11.95 plus shipping, handling and applicable taxes.

The kit is available in all 11 of our official languages. 
Lions clubs must purchase a kit for each contest spon-
sored. Each kit contains:

• Official Club Contest Guide and Rules
• Official School or Youth Group Contest Guide and 

Rules
• Participant Flyer to duplicate and give to participat-

ing students to take home
• Sticker to place on back of winning poster
• Certificates for contest winner and school or youth 

group
You can order kits from the Club Supplies Sales De-

partment.
 Promote the Contest
In addition to the kit, you can also use the following 

PR Tools to promote your club’s Peace Poster Contest:
• Peace Poster press release
• District Peace Poster Chairperson’s Guide
• Honorable Mention certificate
Peace Poster Tabletop Exhibit
Peace Poster Contest Deadlines
Entries not meeting deadlines will be disqualified.
• October 1: Deadline to purchase kits from the Club 

Supplies Sales Department.
• November 15: Postmark deadline for a club to send 

one winning poster (per contest sponsored) to the district 
governor.

• December 1: Postmark deadline for a Governor to 
send one winning district poster to multiple district 
council chairperson.

• December 1: Postmark deadline for a Governor not 
belonging to a multiple district to send one winning poster 
to the Public Relations Department at International

Headquarters.
• December 1: Postmark deadline for a Club not belong-

ing to a district to send one winning entry to the Public 
Relations Department at International Headquarters.

• December 15: Postmark deadline for the multiple 
district council chairperson to send one winning poster 
to the Public Relations Department at International 
Headquarters.

• February 1: International winners notified on or 
before this date.

YOU CAN HELP 
TASMANIAN DEVILS 

AND GET A TAX 
BREAK!

“THE GREATEST THREAT TO OUR PLANET 
IS THE BELIEF THAT SOMEONE ELSE WILL 

SAVE IT” - Robert Swan
Too often society will easily turn a blind eye to 

the challenges and fate that many of our animals 
are faced with.  For many extinction is a real pos-
sibility, and few more so than the Tasmanian devil.

With only 10% left in the wild, every single animal is 
critical to saving the species. Importantly though, this 
is a species we are able to really make a difference with 
– but only if we act now!! Tasmanian devils are unique 
for two reasons; unlike many imperiled species, the rapid 
loss of devils is from disease, which although has had 
devastating results, hasn’t done irreversible damage to 
their habitat.  This means that devils have a good chance 
of survival if we have a robust and healthy population to 
reintroduce when the time is right. While the Tasmanian 
devil is critical in keeping the balance right in Tasmania, 
it also protects many smaller species from the invasion 
of foxes and cats. Without them we face overwhelming 
loss to our wildlife.

We are proud to say that Devil Ark hasn’t looked the 
other way! We have taken a stand to save this Aussie 
icon from vanishing. We are committed to securing a 
future for the devil so that generations to come can see 
this unique creature in the flesh rather than only in 
pictures and museums. We’re excited to be doubling our 
population which is already at 150 Tasmanian devils, and 
focused on keeping them safe – high in the wilderness of 
the Barrington Tops, NSW.  What’s more exciting is that 
your support allows this to happen! Your donation can 
help save an Aussie icon and give you a tax deduction!!

Your generous gift helps Devil Ark to continue surging 
forward. We haven't taken a backward step and are mov-
ing full steam ahead with plans to build more enclosures 
to increase our safety net of healthy, happy Tasmanian 
devils!

Every cent counts for Devil Ark! Devil Ark relies on the 
generosity of people like you. Your tax-deductible gift of 
$20, $50 or $100 will help Devil Ark greatly.  To make a 
once off donation or to become a monthly Devil Ark Angel 
you can visit www.devilark.org.au and make an online 
donation OR you can use the donation slip provided and 
donate via credit card or cheque and return to our office. 
All donations are tax-deductible and your gift will help 
us reach our goals.

Thank you for your support.
Yours sincerely,

Tim Faulkner – General Manager
Devil Ark

Lions We Make Things Happen!!
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Australian Lionsonoz 
Club Members 

Attend Convention
We are in our 100th Year of Lionism. Events have 

been planned all over the world to celebrate this 
milestone. In Australia this is also a significant oc-
casion as it is also 70 years since the first Lions Club 
in Australia was formed in Lismore NSW in 1947.

 Members of Australian Lionsonoz Centennial Project 
Committee got together in February 2016 on site at Wooli 
NSW and confirmed arrangements for their own way to 
celebrate this momentous occasion.

A Bronze Plaque is to be attached to a new double 
BBQ as part of the Clarence Valley Councils` revamping 
of Lions Park in the small seaside town of Wooli NSW. 
The plaque will be unveiled during the sitting of the 
Cabinet Meeting of District N1 at Wooli. The ceremony 
is scheduled to take place on Saturday 29th July 2017 
at 10.30 am. The organiser for this event is Lion Jeff 
Mott of Australian Lionsonoz. Email:- jeff.mott@lions-
district201n1.org.au 

The Plaque tells the story of the formation of Australian 
Lionsonoz as a Branch Club of Wooli Lions Club and was 
chartered on 11th March 2009.  Australian Lionsonoz is 
an online Lions club (E-Club) and has a current member-
ship of 44.

Members of Australian Lionsonoz Lions Club and the 
Australian Lionsonoz Centennial Project Committee 
along with N1 District Governor Lion John Davis 2017-
2018 have extended an invitation to any Lions to help 
Celebrate this occasion.

This will be a fun filled weekend with a “Christmas 
in July” theme for the District Governors Dinner on the 
Saturday Night and there is a whisper that Santa will 
be in the area that night.

For registrations and accommodation, contact Grafton 
Lions Club,

Email:-  grafton@lionsdistrict201n1.org.au  
PDG Lion Warren White

Members of the Australian Lionsonoz Club at the N1 
Convention 2016 at Taree display the Centenary flag 
signed by hundreds of Lions of District 201N1.

MELVIN’S DREAM
Melvin Jones was a dreamer, 

a doer and a pragmatist. He 
was an energetic, extroverted 
salesman who in private hours 
would reread Shakespeare.

What better man to found the 
world’s largest association of 
service clubs? The Lions Interna-
tional Board of Directors officially 
designated Jones as the founder of 
Lions Clubs in 1958 – more than 
four decades after Lions Clubs 
held its first meeting. But, no mat-
ter what his official title, Jones’ impact on Lions has been 
far-reaching. He provided the leadership, the organisa-
tional ability, the tenacity and the muscle necessary to 
establish the foundation for Lions Clubs International 
to become what it is today. “What if these men who are 
successful because of their drive, intelligence and ambi-
tion, were to put their talents to work improving their 
communities?” Jones asked. He saw a new kind of club 
with the desire to help others.

Meet some famous Lions
• Sir Edmund Hillary, mountaineer, Mt Everest con-

queror
• Gerald Ford, American President
• Jimmy Carter, American President
• Admiral Richard Byrd, Antarctic explorer

• Amelia Earhart, aviator and 
honourary Lion

Serving Others:
Helen Keller, blind and deaf 

from 19 months of age, laid down 
the challenge to Lions in 1925 to 
become “knights of the blind in the 
crusade against darkness.”

Lions accepted her challenge 
and have been involved in sight 
programs ever since.

Above is a copy of the plaque that will be laid in front 
of Griffith City Council premises commemorating the 
Time Capsule that was organised by Griffith Lions Club 
that will be opened on 4th August 2041.

TIME CAPSULE 
PLAQUE
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Lionsonoz Help 
Leukaemia 
Foundation

Lionsonoz members seem to find the most un-
usual places to follow the Lions Motto “We Serve”.

In February this year Lion Sandra Phlippzig the wel-
fare officer for the Australian Lionsonoz found herself in 
Salamander Place in Hobart, Tasmania while the weekly 
markets were in progress.

The Hobart City Leukaemia Foundation was conduct-
ing a fund raiser for research into Leukaemia. They were 
looking for people to pay to donate their hair as a money 
raiser in conjunction with the “World’s Greatest Shave” 
campaign.

Guess what? Lion Sandra, on the spur of the moment 
took up the challenge for such a worthy cause and paid 
$20 to have her beautiful locks shaved off to help support 
the research into a cure for Leukaemia.

Her husband, Lion Peter said he is very proud of San-
dra. “It takes a big heart to take such an extreme step to 
both draw attention to the cause and to raise funds for 
such a worthy event and to top it off she now has a most 
distinctive haircut.”

Over $170,000 has been raised in Tasmania for this 
cause. Kate McGough, the State Fundraising Organiser 
of the Foundation said their aim is to raise $345,000 by 
the end of the year, so Lion Sandra’s donation of her 
money and her hair will help to fund research into this 
insidious disease.

Lionsonoz does not have an activity account so money 
cannot be raised from the public for any cause, but this 
was Lion Sandra’s way of helping the best way she could.

PDG Lion Warren White

Lionsonoz Members 
Help Out With Cleaning 

of Barmedman Pool

Immediate Past President of Australian Lion-
sonoz Bernie Donchi and his wife Lion Jan found 
themselves at the Barmedman Pool Camping 
Ground and stayed for 5 days enjoying themselves 
swimming in the huge mineral pool there.

The temperature soared while they were there, reach-
ing 44 degrees one day and 45 the next. The generator 
therefore got a good workout, running the Air Conditioner 
for days on end. They got to meet some of the residents 
of the Town and discovered that there was a need for 
volunteers to assist in cleaning and maintaining the 
pool during the swimming season, so Lions Bernie and 
Jan volunteered to assist them by removing the build-up 
of algae weed on the surface of the pool. Quite a tiring 
exercise, especially in the heat but this is what members 
of Lionsonoz do.

Australian Lionsonoz cannot conduct normal projects 
on their own behalf due to the fact that members are in 
every State of Australia and now New Zealand and the 
logistics of obtaining the necessary permissions from all 
States makes it more practical to assist “main stream” 
Lions Clubs in their projects or to assist the local com-
munities in the town in which they find themselves in 
their travels all over Australia.

PDG Lion Warren White

Lion Sandra Phlippzig sporting her new haircut after 
generously donating her locks to help the Lions Club 
of Hobart City raise money to help fund research into 
Leukaemia.

Lion Bernie Donchi preparing to test out the Mineral 
Pool at Barmedman after he and Lion Jan removed the 
algae weed from its surface.
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Welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter. Over the past 18 years the Lions Clubs of 
Australia have been extremely generous helping our activity raise in excess of $1.8 million. 
 
We thought it was time that we tell all clubs of not only the importance of continuing their 
generous support, but how close Stepahead and its band of researchers is to the ultimate goal 
– finding a cure for chronic spinal cord injury. 
 
At this time of year, when you are looking to support a Lions project that will make a 
difference, we hope you will consider the Fellowship. We need to keep up our support to help 
guarantee the success of the project. 
 
Report from the Researchers: 
 
Dr Stephen Davies, lead scientist of the LASCF supported spinal cord injury research team at 
the Florey Institute, recently attended the Lions Australia 2017 National Convention in 
Hobart, Tasmania.  At a special luncheon hosted by LASCF / Step Ahead Australia, Dr. 
Davies was introduced to District Governors by International Director Tony Benbow OAM 
and spoke about the breakthroughs his research team have made in developing infusion of a 
protein called Decorin for treating spinal cord injury, how LASCF support had enabled his 
team to recently secure significant federal funding, and new ways Lions could partner with 
the biotech industry to move scientific discoveries from the lab to the clinic. 
  

The following day Dr. Davies participated in the “Lions 
Focus on Medical Research” discussion panel, hosted by LJ 
Loch (of Alpha Consult) on the main stage of the convention.  
After presenting his labs exciting spinal cord injury research, 
Dr. Davies was asked by LJ Loch to describe the impact 
Lions funding has had on his program. Dr. Davies paused 
and then told the convention that quite simply, without Lions 
support his spinal research program at the Florey would have 
closed last year and his team forced to leave Australia. That 
Lions funding had played such a vital role in supporting this 
worthy program provoked a cheer from convention 
attendees. When then asked by LJ Loch how Lions might 
best support medical research in future, Dr. Davies suggested 
Lions might consider the “Venture Philanthropy” model 
pioneered by the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation where 

investment in a biotech company had not only resulted in ground breaking new treatments for 
the disease but netted the foundation $3.3 billion with which to now fund other projects. 
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If you’re 18, it’s time to take control.
Having a WILL can help to ensure 
that YOUR wishes are known and 
your possessions go where  
YOU want.

We’ve made it easy.
Scan to get started!

R.I.P Ben Catanzariti

A 21 year old with a passion for 

life was killed on 21.7.2012 on a 

construction site. His death was 

sudden and preventable.  

Ben didn’t have a WILL.

This created extra headache  

for his family while trying  

to deal with the grief  

of losing their son  
and brother.

See what our celebrity friends say & more at www.willityourway.com           facebook.com/whentheresawillitsyourway

DID U KNOW:  
Even short relationships with someone (months 
or only weeks) can mean they can claim part or 
all of your things....What do you want?

Proudly sponsored by Griffith
NSW

Canberra 
Branch

A WILL 
SOUNDS SERIOUS...

BUT U SERIOUSLY
NEED ONE

Take the first step 
www.willityourway.com


